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We [Christians] multiply whenever we are mown down by you; the blood of Christians is seed.
-- Tertullian

The church of Christ has been founded by shedding its own blood, not that of others; by enduring
outrage, not by inflicting it. Persecutions have made it grow; martyrdoms have crowned it.
-- St. Jerome

And He summoned the multitude with His disciples, and said to them, “If anyone wishes to come
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save
his life shall lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's shall save it.”

Mark 8:34, 35

Remember the word that I said to you, “A slave is not greater than his master.” If they
persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.
John 15:20

For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But
if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.
For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example for you to follow in His steps. 1 Peter 2:20-21

And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 2 Timothy 3:12

Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to a faithful
Creator in doing what is right. 1 Peter 4:19

Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations on
account of My name. Matthew 24:10

Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into
prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and
I will give you the crown of life. Revelation 2:10

Then Satan answered the LORD, “Does Job fear God for nothing? Hast Thou not made a hedge
about him and his house and all that he has, on every side? Thou hast blessed the work of his
hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. But put forth Thy hand now and touch all
that he has; he will surely curse Thee to Thy face.” Job 1:9-11

[Job said,] “Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?” In all this Job did
not sin with his lips. Job 2:10

And after they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to
Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them
to continue in the faith, and saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of
God.” Acts 14:21-22



We sent Timothy, our brother and God's fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and
encourage you as to your faith, so that no man may be disturbed by these afflictions; for you
yourselves know that we have been destined for this. For indeed when we were with you, we
kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you
know. 1 Thessalonians 3:2-4

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs
also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may
also be glorified with Him. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. Romans 8:16-18

But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of
sufferings, partly, by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and
partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated. For you showed sympathy to the
prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for
yourselves a better possession and an abiding one. Hebrews 10:32-34

» Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the
greater progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has
become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, and
that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far
more courage to speak the word of God without fear. Philippians 1:12-14

1. Suffering creates a greater platform for witness

2. Suffering inspires others to boldness

» And who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? But even if you
should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR
THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED, but sanctify Christ as
Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you
to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and
keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who
revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better, if God
should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is
wrong. 1 Peter 3:13-17

3. DOING GOOQOD. while being scorned, is a place of blessing.

4. Confident Witness in the face of such suffering requires preparation:

> Keep Christ first

> Be gentle

» Live without hypocrisy

For LIFEGROUPS: Share one or two life lessons you’ve learned about suffering from this series.



